Original Cataloging Program

The NHAIS Services section of the New Hampshire State Library is launching a new program to create
cataloging records for items previously unavailable in OCLC and the NHU-PAC. This project will enhance the
value of the NHU-PAC as a resource for interlibrary loan and contributes to our mission of enhancing the New
Hampshire Union Public Access Catalog (NHU-PAC) to accurately and completely reflect the holdings of New
Hampshire’s libraries.

Who is eligible to have materials cataloged through this program?

NHALIS libraries who are current NHAIS ILL participants are eligible to have materials cataloged through this
program.

What kinds of materials will be cataloged?

This program will include books and audiovisual materials. Primarily we will focus on English language
materials but may include some materials in other languages. Maps, serials, and computer files will NOT be
included in this program.

How will materials be selected for cataloging?

Items for original cataloging will be selected from the requests we receive through the normal NHU-PAC
cataloging process. Priority will be given to materials requested by more than one library.

When a NHALIS library adds a brief record to the NHU-PAC and we cannot find an OCLC record that matches
the information that has been provided by the library NHAIS Services sends a request for additional information
on the item, typically a copy of the title page and verso. Often we can locate an appropriate OCLC record for
the item based on this additional information. Materials for which we determine that no OCLC record exists
will be placed in a queue to be considered for original cataloging.

In some cases libraries send NHAIS Services MARC records from a source other than OCLC -- Bibliofile,
Baker & Taylor, etc. -- and their holdings are added to the NHU-PAC by matching these records with existing
OCLC records. When a clear match cannot be made from the MARC record sent by the library these records
may also generate requests for additional information and will become part of the queue for original cataloging
if we determine that no OCLC record is available for the item.

How can I participate in this program?

If an item that your library holds is selected for original cataloging you will receive an ILL request for the item
through the NHAIS ILL system. If you are willing to lend the item to us for cataloging you will fill the request
just like any other ILL. If you don't wish to participate in this program all you need to do is refuse the ILL
request. If you are willing to participate but are unable to lend the item (if it is checked out, for example) please
add a note to the ILL request when you set it to not available. This approach provides a way to track the
location of the materials and allows us to control how many items we have at any one time so that they can be
returned to the owning library as quickly as possible. Do not send any materials for original cataloging unless
we request them.
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